
Year 4 – Autumn 
English – Poetry (Beasts) 

Core Texts Additional Texts 

Jabberwocky 

Animal 
Poems 

Tiger, Tiger, 
Burning 
Bright! 

Knowledge for the writer 
• observe carefully and include detail, drawing 

on all your senses; 
• when writing from memory or imagination, 

create a detailed picture in your mind before 
you begin writing; 

• be creative about the way you use words – use 
powerful or unusual vocabulary, or even 
create new words and phrases; 

• when using few words, make every word 
count; 

• play with the sounds or meanings of words to 
add an extra layer of enjoyment for your 
audience, e.g. use alliteration or assonance, a 
pun or double meaning; 

• use imagery to help your reader/listener 
visualise what you are describing but don’t 
weigh the poem down with too many 
adjectives or similes; 

• use the poem’s shape or pattern to emphasise 
meaning, e.g. make an important line stand 
out by leaving space around it; 

• read the text aloud as you draft, to check how 
it sounds when read aloud or performed; 

• improve it by checking that every word does 
an important job, changing the vocabulary to 
use more surprising or powerful words; 

• use images that help your reader easily 
imagine what you are writing about – think of 
comparisons they will recognise from their 
own lives; 

• try to think of new, different ways to describe 
what things are like and avoid using too many 
predictable similes (her hair was as white as 
snow). 

Grammar Focus 
- Expanded noun phrases 
- Plural nouns with correct endings 
- Verbs - past perfect continuous 
- Prepositions 
- Know the difference between a 

preposition and an adverb 
- Compound nouns using hyphens 
- Comparative and superlative 

adjectives 
- Capital letters for proper nouns 



Progression in Poetry 
Reading Poetry Performing Poetry Creating Poetry 

Year 3 
• describe the effect a poem 

has and suggest possible 
interpretations; 

• discuss the choice of words 
and their impact, noticing 
how the poet creates 
͚sound effects ͛by using 
alliteration, rhythm or 
rhyme and creates pictures 
using similes; 

• explain the pattern of 
different simple forms 

• perform individually or 
chorally; vary volume, 
experimenting with 
expression and use pauses 
for effect 

• use actions, voices, sound 
effects and musical 
patterns to add to a 
performance 

• invent new similes and 
experiment with word play; 

• use powerful nouns, 
adjectives and verbs; 
experiment with alliteration; 

• write free verse; borrow or 
create a repeating pattern 

Year 4 
• describe poem͛s impact 

and explain own 
interpretation by referring 
to the poem; 

• comment on the use of 
similes and expressive 
language to create images, 
sound effects and 
atmosphere; 

• discuss the poem͛s form 
and suggest the effect on 
the reader 

• vary volume, pace and use 
appropriate expression 
when performing 

• use actions, sound effects, 
musical patterns and 
images to enhance a 
poem’s meaning 

• use language playfully to 
exaggerate or pretend; 

• use similes to build images 
and identify clichés in own 
writing; 

• write free verse; use a 
repeating pattern; 
experiment with simple 
Forms 

Year 5 
• discuss poets͛ possible 

viewpoint, explain and 
justify own response and 
interpretation; 

• explain the use of unusual 
or surprising language 
choices and effects, such as 
onomatopoeia and 
metaphor; comment on 
how this influences 
meaning; 

• explore imagery including 
metaphor and 
personification;  

• compare different forms 
and describe impact 

• vary pitch, pace, volume, 
expression and use pauses 
to create impact; 

• use actions, sound effects, 
musical patterns, images 
and dramatic 
interpretation 

• invent nonsense words and 
situations and experiment 
with unexpected word 
combinations; 

• use carefully observed details 
and apt images to bring 
subject matter alive; avoid 
cliché in own writing; 

• write free verse; use or invent 
repeating patterns; attempt 
different forms, including 
rhyme for humour 


